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INTRODUCTION 


For  two  decades  I  have  produced,  or  have  assisted  in 
producing,  a  Lincoln  item  which  has  been  generously  received  by 
my  friends.  I  had  hoped  this  year  to  prepare  a  booklet  on  the  "Eighth 
Judicial  District."  The  pressure  of  many  things,  however,  made  its 
preparation  impossible.  Perhaps  it  will  come  later. 

This  season  I  offer  you  "Seven  Lincoln  Shrines."  It  is  a  very  simple 
series  of  seven  pictures  which  highspot  the  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Some  of  them  are  published  here  for  the  first  time;  others  have  been 
used  before;  but  each  represents  a  spot  made  sacred  by  its  contact 
with  the  most  illustrious  son  of  the  Republic. 


DEDICATION 

This  little  volume  of  Seven  Lincoln  Shrines  is 
dedicated  to  my  friend  and  avid  Lincoln  student 

PERCIVAL  G.  REMICK 

who  was  for  many  years  one  of  Peoria's  most  beloved  citizens,  and 
whose  voice  was  often  heard  in  gatherings  honoring  his  greatest  hero. 

Mr.  Rennick  was  a  romanticist  and  somewhat  of  a  mystic.  He  was 
sure  that  the  love  of  Abraham  Lincoln  for  Ann  Rutledge  was 
very  deep,  and  that  her  death  cast  a  dark  shadow  upon  his  life 
to  its  very  end.  He  also  spoke  often  of  the  strange  manner  in 
which  the  number  7  dogged  his  footsteps  throughout  his  life. 

I  have  often  heard  P.  G.  say:  ?fIf  you  want  an  easy  method  of 
high-spotting  the  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln  remember  the  number 
7.  He  was  7  when  the  family  left  Kentucky.  He  lived  in  Indiana 
14  years,  or  twice  7.  His  stay  at  New  Salem  lasted  7  years.  He 
was  four  times  7  when  he  moved  to  Springfield,  and  he  was 
eight  times  7  when  night  came." 

P.  G.  carried  the  mystic  number  7  to  the  extreme  and  I  quote 
him  again: 

ffEach  name  contains  7  letters. 

He  lived  7  years  in  Kentucky,  twice  7  in  Indiana, 
7  years  in  New  Salem. 


He  was  a  Private  (7  letters)  and  a  Captain  (7  letters) . 

He  was  elected  to  office  7  times.  —  Sworn  into  Congress 
December  7,  1847. 

He  held  7  offices  in  succession  in  Springfield. 

7  votes  were  cast  against  him  in  the  election  of  1832. 
He  had  7  Debates  with  Stephen  Douglas  (7  letters  each) . 

He  fought  Slavery  (7  letters) . 

His  ancestors  came  from  Hingham  (7  letters)  England 
(7  letters)  County  Norwich  (7  letters). 

He  moved  at  age  7  to  Spencer  (7  letters),  Indiana  (7 
letters) . 

He  was  7  years  in  the  State  Legislature. 

His  best  General's  were  U.  S.  Grant  and  Sherman  (7 
letters) . 

He  was  shot  by  Booth  on  April  14  (twice  7)  and  died 
7  minutes  after  7  on  the  7th  day  of  the  week." 


While  this  writer  does  not  share  Mr.  Rennick's  views  about  the 
Ann  Rutledge  legend,  nor  the  mystic  number  7,  yet  I  do  offer 
you  in  this  Dedication  seven  pictures  which  highspot  Lincoln's 
career.  They  seem  to  me  to  be  the  most  significant  Shrines 
hallowed  by  the  life  of  P.  G.'s  hero  —  and  mine. 


LINCOLN'S  BIRTHPLACE 


This  beautiful  building  of  Stony  Creek  Connecticut 
granite  now  protects  the  log  cabin  home  in  which  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  born.  It  is  the  chief  point  of  interest  at  Hodgenville,  Kentucky. 

My  good  friend,  Lawrence  B.  Lockwood  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  took  this 
unusual  picture  from  the  side  and  rear  of  the  Memorial.  The  usual 
study  of  the  birthplace  features  the  long  flight  of  steps  and  the 
six  majestic  columns  at  the  front.  But  the  building  is  graceful  and 
beautiful  from  any  approach. 

Here  Abraham  Lincoln,   the  second  child  of  Thomas  and  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln,  was  born  February  12,  1809. 


Lincoln's  Birthplace  .  .  .  Hodgenville,  Kentucky 


THE  LINCOLNS  MOVE  TO  INDIANA 


When  Abraham  was  seven  years  old  the  Lincoln  family 
moved  to  a  rough  farm  near  Gentryville,  Indiana.  Two  years  later 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  died  of  "milk-sick"  at  the  age  of  35.  Thomas 
Lincoln  and  his  son  fashioned  a  rude  coffin  and  lovingly  and  tenderly 
laid  her  away  on  a  wind-swept  hill  near  the  farm. 

The  death  of  his  mother  was  Abraham's  first  great  grief.  He  not  only 
lost  the  one  who  gave  him  life,  but  he  also  lost  his  teacher  and  his 
inspiration.  But  the  example  and  precept  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 
was  his  guiding  star  in  the  years  ahead. 

Today  there  are  two  stones  marking  the  place  where  Nancy  Hanks 
Lincoln  lies  buried,  but  Loyal  Thompson  has  caught  the  spirit  of  this 
Shrine  by  giving  us  the  original  simple  marker  which  stands  over 
the  spot  where  Abraham  Lincoln  knelt  and  wept  and  prayed. 
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The  Nancy  Hanks  Grave  .  .  .  Lincoln  City,  Indiana 


THE  LINCOLN'S  MOVE  TO  ILLINOIS 


In  the  spring  of  1830  the  Lincoln  family,  now  consisting 
of  thirteen  persons,  left  Indiana  and  moved  to  Illinois  to  a  place 
eight  miles  southwest  of  Decatur.  Here  Abraham  helped  to  build 
a  log  house  and  fence  ten  acres  of  land. 

Lincoln,  now  twenty-one  years  of  age,  started  out  on  his  own.  With 
two  others,  he  agreed  to  take  a  flat  boat  of  produce  down  the  San- 
gamon to  New  Orleans.  At  New  Salem  the  boat  "hung  up"  on  the 
dam.  When  Lincoln  returned  from  his  New  Orleans  trip,  he  entered 
the  employ  of  Denton  Offutt  as  a  clerk  in  the  latter's  store  at  New 
Salem.  Here  he  lived  for  seven  years.  And  while  a  resident  of  New 
Salem  "he  grew  in  wisdom  and  stature  and  in  favor  with  God  and 
Man." 

Lincoln  was  engaged  in  every  activity  connected  with  the  life  of 
the  new  community.  He  was  a  clerk,  a  store  owner,  a  surveyor,  a 
postmaster,  and  a  soldier  in  the  Black  Hawk  War.  And  it  was  from 
New  Salem  that  he  was  first  elected  to  the  Legislature. 

Loyal  Thompson  thinks  he  must  have  worked  at  the  Rutledge- 
Cameron  Mill.  I  think  so  too. 


The  Mill  at  New  Salem,  Illinois 


THE  VANDALIA  YEARS 


Vandalia  was  the  training  ground  where  the  sad  and 
lonely  man  from  the  Sangamon  demonstrated  that  he  was  a  great 
leader  and  political  strategist. 

It  was  at  Vandalia  that  he  learned  to  debate.  It  was  there  that  he 
learned  practical  politics.  And  it  was  there  that  he  cultivated  in- 
fluential friends  who  supported  him  throughout  his  lifetime. 

It  was  at  Vandalia  that  Abraham  Lincoln  became  an  important  actor 
in  the  drama  of  empire  building.  In  that  drama  he  had  his  first 
opportunity  to  perform  before  an  audience  of  real  critics.  It  was 
some  of  those  critics  who  helped  later  to  make  Abraham  Lincoln 
the  leading  character  in  the  Nation's  Greatest  Tragedy. 


The  Old  State  House  at  Vandalia,  Illinois 


LINCOLN'S  SPRINGFIELD  HOME 


The  only  home  Lincoln  ever  owned,  the  residence  at 
Eighth  and  Jackson  Streets  in  Springfield,  Illinois,  is  kept  practically 
as  it  was  when  the  Lincolns  lived  there.  Some  of  the  original  furn- 
ishing are  still  to  be  seen,  although  much  of  the  furniture  was 
disposed  of  when  the  Lincolns  moved. 

On  February  11,  1861,  Lincoln  proceeded  to  Washington,  D.  C,  to 
become  President  of  the  United  States,  leaving  the  many  friends 
of  a  lifetime  with  a  parting  address  that  will  go  down  through  the 
ages  as  the  full  and  grateful  expression  of  a  great  and  thankful 
heart: 

"MY  FRIENDS:  No  one,  not  in  my  situation,  can 
appreciate  my  feeling  of  sadness  at  this  parting.  To 
this  place,  and  the  kindness  of  these  people,  I  owe 
everything.  Here  I  have  lived  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
and  have  passed  from  a  young  to  an  old  man.  Here 
my  children  have  been  born,  and  one  is  buried.  I  now 
leave,  not  knowing  when  or  whether  ever  I  may  return, 
with  a  task  before  me  greater  than  that  which  rested 
upon  Washington.  Without  the  assistance  of  that 
Divine  Being  who  ever  attended  him,  I  cannot  succeed. 
With  that  assistance,  I  cannot  fail.  Trusting  in  him 
who  can  go  with  me,  and  remain  with  you,  and  be 
everywhere  for  good,  let  us  confidently  hope  that  all 
will  yet  be  well.  To  his  care  commending  you,  as  I 
hope  in  your  prayers  you  will  commend  me,  I  bid  you 
an  affectionate  farewell.''' 

— Address  of  Farewell 
Springfield,  Illinois 
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The  Lincoln  Home  .  .  .  Springfield,  Illinois 


THE  LINCOLN  TOMB 


The  final  resting  place  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is  located  at 
Oak  Ridge  Cemetery,  Springfield,  Illinois.  It  was  rebuilt  in  1931 
and  is  visited  by  more  people  than  any  Tomb  on  earth.  It  is  the 
meeting  place  of  king,  potentate  and  the  very  humble.  Lincoln 
belongs  not  only  to  the  ages,  but  to  people  of  every  clime  and  walk 
of  life  —  the  rarest  spirit  of  them  all.  He  walks  with  dignity  and 
equality  with  the  greatest  leaders  of  all  time,  and  yet  there  never 
was  a  humbler,  gentler  man. 

And  it  would  be  sacrilege  to  leave  the  Tomb  without  a  word  about 
that  rare  personality  who  has  been  its  beloved  custodian  for  as 
long  as  the  writer  can  remember.  Mr.  Herbert  F.  Fay  long  ago  caught 
and  held  the  spirit  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Daily  he  interprets  the 
Lincoln  whom  he  has  come  to  know  intimately.  He  has  been  so  long 
about  his  sacred  task  that  he  partakes  the  nature  of  the  man.  His 
labor  of  love  has  enriched  the  lives  of  a  myriad  of  people.  I  regard 
him  as  one  of  the  finest  interpreters  of  the  life  of  the  Great  Eman- 
cipator. 


The  Lincoln  Tomb  .  .  .  Springfield,  Illinois 


THE  LINCOLN  MEMORIAL 


The  grandeur  and  majesty  of  immortality  was  the 
dominant  thought  in  the  mind  and  heart  of  Henry  Bacon,  the 
architect  who  conceived  the  idea  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial.  It  is 
the  most  magnificent  and  classically  perfect  Memorial  ever  erected 
to  an  individual.  Its  setting,  on  the  banks  of  the  placid  Potomac 
River,  is  superb.  Its  quiet  dignity,  its  unique  symbolism,  its  ineffable 
beauty  adds  a  sacramental  touch  to  the  city  which  is  the  heart  of 
the  Republic. 

Surrounding  the  walls  of  the  Memorial  and  forming  a  symbol  of 
the  Union  is  a  Doric  colonnade  of  36  columns,  one  for  each  State 
in  existence  at  the  time  of  Lincoln's  death.  On  the  frieze,  between 
medallions  composed  of  double  wreaths  of  laurel  and  pine,  the 
names  of  these  States  are  inscribed,  with  the  dates  of  their  entrance 
into  the  Union.  The  colonnade  is  188  feet  long  and  118  feet  wide, 
the  columns  44  feet  high  and  7  feet  8  inches  in  diameter  at  their 
base.  Around  the  attic  walls  above  the  colonnade  is  a  running  border 
of  48  memorial  festoons,  supported  at  intervals  by  eagles,  represent- 
ing the  present  Union.  Here  are  inscribed  the  names  of  all  the  States 
with  their  dates  of  admission. 

The  lines  which  describe  the  purpose  of  the  Memorial  are  like  the 
Memorial  itself,  noble  lines  indeed.  How  could  a  more  perfect 
arrangement  of  the  symbols  of  human  speech  express  more  nearly 
what  is  in  the  hearts  of  a  grateful  people? 

IN  THIS  TEMPLE 

AS  IN  THE  HEARTS  OF  THE  PEOPLE 

FOR  WHOM   HE   SAVED  THE   UNION 

THE  MEMORY  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

IS  ENSHRINED  FOREVER 


The  Lincoln  Memorial,  Washington,  D.  C. 


